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Ifa. II. 3. ad many People ſhall go and jay 

Come ye, and let us go up to the Moun 
tain of the Lord, to the Houſe of the God 
of Jacob, and he will teach us of his Ways, 
and we will walk in his Paths. 

Pſal. XCV. 6. O come let us worſhip and bow 
down : let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. 
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PREFACE 


HE chief Defien of a Yearly Sermon 


at the Time and Place mention'd in 
| the Title, i, to encourage the Piety 
of a Set of Perſons, who have laid themſelves 
under particular Obligations to attend to Mat- 
ter 10 a Neligious Nature. Such as, the dail 
Reading the Holy Scriptures ; diligent At- 
tendance on the Public Worſhip of God on 
the Lord's Day ; with other things, which, if 
God permit, may hereafter be 22 n 
I have formerly recommended to Such, ataking 
heed to their Ways according to God's Wor 
Next to which, I would now recommend a Con- 
ſtant, Reverent, and Careful Attendance on 
the Ordinances and Solemaities of the Chris» 
ſtian Worſhip, in our ſtated Aﬀemblies, - 
I would be 15 far from appearing anxious to 
chit Ta perf ſelf to al 
that I would perfe ive up my ſelf to 
the Plainneſs 2 Facile A which dus 
are usd to converſe, weekly, together. 
1 The following Diſcourſe i intended not only 
1 as an Excitement to the public Worſbip of God 
in general; Lut as a ſhort Directory in our 
A 2 Janin 


xtraordinary ox theſe Occaſions, wer 
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| Hining with that Way and thoſe ſeveral Parts 
I Werſhip, HOW in uſe, among the Moderate 


Diſſenters. 

Thoſe who have learn d, of late, to ſpeak a- 
gainſt the Worſhip of the whole Body of the 
Diffenters, as confus'd and diforderly, may, 
from hente, if they pleaſe, obſerve their Con. 
formity to the Worſhip of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians ; ſo that if they firbear thoſe groſs 
Miſrepreſentations of #s, which ſome have run 
into, they muſt deſpiſe their Aſſemblies and ours 
together. 5 
_ However, if we are ſiill to be born down by 
Miſrepreſentations, and an Irreligious N 
lous Spirit; whilſt Men will not acquaint t 
ſelves with us; or if they do, ſet themſelves 
againſt that Seriouſneſs and Regular Piety they 
among us; we have the leſs Reaſon to b 
affected with their Reproaches, and contemp- 
tuous Carriage. 


And whatever ſome Mex of more Heat than 


Light; or others of more Learning than Reli 
gion, may ſay of Us and our Aſſemblies ; | 
truſt, we ſhall be found at laſt of that Gene: 
ral Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- born, o 
which are written in Heaven; and vuben w 
2 before God the Judge of all, ſhall hav 
Manſions 8 # with the Spirits o 
juſt Men made perfect. 
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HEB. X. 25. former Part. 


Not forſaking the «Aſſembling of your ſelves to- 
ahl, 5 the manner G of cd 


| 
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N E great Deſign of this Epiſle, is to re- 
commend . the Chriſtian eligion, by 
comparing it with, and ſhe wing 
far it tranſcends, the Jewiſh. = At- 
tempt, in which 'the Author is ſo ſuc- 

1 cefoful, chat, whilſt he makes the Ola Teſtament Re- 

velation ofthe Mind and Will of God the moſt aw- 

ful and excellent that ever was in the World, before 
our Saviour; he yet makes the New Tefament Diſ- 

penſation Oy way out-ſhine and exceed it. The 
one was given by Angels and Servants ; the other 
by the Son of Mimſelf Who, in his Divine 

Nature, is prov'd to be far above the Angels; ſinco 

{hey are a ſaid to worſhip Him: And in his human 


* 


* 


6 Seaſonable A dvice not to forſake the 


Nature he is deſcribed, as far exalted above his 
Fellows ; becoming a greater Prophet than Moſes, ' 
a greater Prieſt than Aaron, and a greater King than 
Melebitedeck. So that from hence, the Few: Re- 
ligion appears to have been inſtituted only ro ſub- 
ſerve the Chriſtian : All its Sacrifices and Inſtituti- 
ons being ſo contriv'd, as to prefigure and prepare 
Men fora more ſpiritual and heavenly State of 
. Things. 1 
No wonder therefore the Apoſtle argues ſo warm: | 
ly againſt Apoſtatizing to Fudaiſm; and calls upon 
thoſe who had embraced Chriſtianity to adhere to * 
their Profeſſion, whatever Temptations or Suf- | 
ferings might lie before them. Let any Man read 
the former part of this Epiſtle, with that Seriouſ- tl 
neſs and Attention, ſo great and well contriv'd 2 
Performance requires, and he muſt ſtand convin- T 
ced that never was a ſurer, or better Foundation 
laid, than is there, for ſuch Admonitions as theſe: 
Let us bold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without wae- 
ring. Let us conſider one another to provoke unto Love, 
and to good Works : not forſaking the aſſembling of our | 
ſelves together. _. DN” | 
Nou if the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip was not . 
to be deſerted on pretence of returning to the 
Fews ; much lefs ſhould any draw back to Atheiſm, I: 
and Immorality. It will alſo follow from hence, 
that to forſake 2 more ſpiritual Service, to fall in 
with a leſs petfect and ceremonious one, is a very 
gteat Evil. The Purity of the Goſpel Inſtitutions, 
every Chriſtian is, now, as much as ever, obliged} 
toaſſert. And if Ceremonies of God's Appoint- 
ment (as the Jewiſh were) muſt be renounced, one, 
would think it ſhould not be once called in queſtion, 
wherher che Inventions and Impoſitions of Men are 
to be renounced or not: Except the Authority of a 
Magiſtrate was prov'd equal to that of a PerſonF 
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certainly inſpir d and ſent by God. Or that Chriſt 
had committed a Power to the ordinary and unin- 
ſpir'd Governors of his Church, to make Canons, 
that ſhould be as neceſſary and binding, as his own 
Laws, or thoſe of his Apoſtles. 
But as it might not be proper, ſol perſwade my 
ſelf it is not needful I ſhould purſue this Argument 
c Jat preſent : I ſhall rather chooſe to enlarge a little 
on the following General Heads. 1 
I. Shew what kind of Aſſemblies theſe were, oon- 
>rning which our Text ſpeaks. II. Conſider what 
Obligations Chriſtians were under to keep up ſuch 
Aſſemblies. III. Enquire on what Accounts fome 
4 are ſaid to forſake theſe Aſſemblies. IV. Apply 
＋ theſe things to our preſent Circumſtances. 


I. I would briefly explain the Nature of thoſe Aſſem- 
blies, concerning which, the Apoſtle is here fpeak- 
ing. And without doubt they were, 
(1.) Religious Affemblies. Not called togeth 
with any political Views to injure or alter the 
Kingdoms of this World; much leſs to ſerve any of 
thoſe mean and baſe Purpoſes, which thoſe, who 
were ignorant of em, and Enemies to em, mali- 
ciouſly ſuggeſted. But to worſhip their God, to 
he commemorate their Redeemer, to obtain and exer- 
Liſe the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, and 


Y Þy the moſt ſolemn Vows and Exhortations to en- 

ry 75 3 and one another, to every good 

Py Of theſe Aſſemblies there were two ſorts, ſuch 

80 s were private, of their on arbitrary Appoint- 

ur ment: and ſuch as were publick, ſettled by Divine 

. Luthority. Their private Meetings were moſt 
þ 


requent, according to antient Writers, on Wedneſ- 
and Fridays. The one being the Day on which 
rift was betrayed ; the other the Day on which 
| he 


» * 
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he was crucify d. But we are more generally told, 
that on any Day, when their common Labour and 
Buſineſs was over, they would ſpend the Evening 
in Religious Exerciſes. And the Scripture ſpeaks of 
| ſuch as continued daily, with one 
| Acts ii. 46. accord inthe Temple, and breaking Bread 
Heb. iii, 13. from Houſe to Houſe; as alſo of exbort. 
ing one another daily, However this 
was, their more publick and ſtated Aſſemblies were 
ther'd together but once a Week. Theſe, a Di- 
vine Appointment had made it an indiſpenſable 
Duty to join with, inthe ſeveral Parts of Religi- 
ous Worſhip. And ſuch Conſcience did the firſt: 
Chriſtians generally make of appearing in theſe Af. 
ſemblies, that nothing but Sickneſs, or abſolute 
Neceflity could make them abſent themſelves. 
Mr. Baxter, in his Paraphraſe, has made the ti 
Words I am upon take in both. For thus he ex- 
plains them; © Not forſaking the more full Church 
© Aſſemblies, or any Chriſtian Converſe and 
“ Communion, by which you may excite and edi. 
* fy one another. Thoſe of us who are us'd to 
meet on other Days, as well as Lord's Days, will 
be very well pleas'd, I doubt not, to extend the 
Import of this Admonition ſo far; and to apple: 
the exborting one another, here ſpoke of, to ſuch pri 
vate Occaſions. But we muſt take care, at tht 
ſame time, chiefly to fix our Thoughts on what i 
rincipa'ly here intended *, the more publick aſſemÞs, 
ling our ſelves with the Multitude of them that kes be 
Hh Day. Taking this alſo along with us. gin 
(2.) That they were Orderly Aſſemblies, whic@th 
the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, as well as Religio a 
; 4 1 
Jhe 
as 
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ones: not called together by ſuch as were full of 
Pride and ſelf. Conceit ; or, in the Phraſe of the 
Author juſt mention'd, ſuch as had got a Talkative 
3 Diſeaſe: But they were Aſſemblies under the Di- 
rection of Perſons duly commiſſion'd, and ordained 


publickly to exhort and teach Men. 
The ſeveral parts of Worſhip, in which they 


ſtatedly engaged, are expreſly recorded in the 
Scripture : and from theſe we may infer their Or- 
der. Of theſe we have a Summary in A&s ii. 42. 
2 They continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and 
in Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayer, 
And St. Paul afterwards writing to the Church of 


orin:h, mentions alſo their having 
a Pſalm , and Interpretations of the 1 Cor. xiv, 20. 


Word of God. And tho' at the ſame 
time there-were ſome endowed with extraordinar 


ifts; yet he requires that the Exerciſe of the 
ould not break in upon the Order of their Wor- 
ſhip, or confuſedly interfere wich one another; but 


i. ſtrictly requires, that al things be done decently, and 


in order. 


In the Ages immediately ſucceeding that of the | 


Apoſtles, we have very particular Accounts of their 
reading the Scriptures, Preaching, Pray ing, Sing- 
i ing, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments in their 


Þublick Aſſemblies. If we would know what 
dcriptures were read, one of the fir# Apologiſti tells 
ps, that they read the Writings, both of the Prophets and 
Le Apoſtles, If we ask what Pſalms were ſung, we 
ind ſometimes thoſe of David mention d; and at 
ther times P/alms compoſed for the Honour of 
heiſt Jeſus : Of which Euſebius ſpeaks in ſeveral 


Places of his Hiſtory. If we enquire what Prayers 


ney preſented, we are told, that the Lord's Prayer 
as commonly uſed by them ; but not always : and 
at other Prayers were offered up unto God, ac- 
B cording 

| 


| 
| 
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cording to the Variety of Circumſtances and Con- 
ditions ; Tertullian argues for this very largely. If 
we ask what kind of Sermons were preach'd ; we 
may judge from thoſe that are extant, that they 
were generally no more than Expoſitions of the 
Scriptures that had been read; tho at ſome times 
we meet alſo with Exhortations to ſome particular 
Grace or Virtue; and Dehortations from particular | 
Vices. ö 

And then alſo the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments were Parts of the publick Worſnip: Baptiſm 
being very frequently, and the Lord's Supper ſtatedly 
celebrated in their Weekly Aſſemblies. This i, 
plainly intimated in the Ad of the Apoſtles, and 
more exprelly declar'd by other Writers; * Juſtin 
Martyr ſays, that after they bad read, preach'd, and 
pray d, then they proceeded to the Adminiſtration 7 
Euchariſt. And theſe were the Aſſemblies; from 
which our Text forbids Men to withdraw them-! 
ſelves. To enforce which Prohibition, 


| II. Let us conſider what Obligations Chriſtians m 
were under to keep up ſuch Aſſemblies. And wiki 
ſhall find thoſe Obligations were too great to ty 


ſet aſide, if ans nnd attend to ſuch things Re 
theſe. | = 
(1.) They were obliged by the Moral Law to con 
ſecrate a ſeventh part ef their time, to the WorſhiShe 
—— 3 Mrf 
| ns 

*I had marked out ſereral Paſſages in my late Courſe of ReFKec 
ding, which I ſoould hate tranſcribed, if the ſecond Part of i ion 


Enquiry into the Cooltituticn, and Worſhip. of the Primiti 
Church, had not render d it needleſs. Which being lately, 
. printed, I preſume will be more generally look d into, In whi 

the moſt conſiderable Paſſages of antient Worſoip, that relate WY » 
any of ths Particulars I have mention'd, are explain'd and |. 
together, , : | 


ai 
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and Service of God. By Moral is meant that which 
is reaſonable and fit to be done, altho' there was 
no expreſs Command to enforce it; and which is, 
therefore, a never ceaſing Law; equally binding to 
all Perſons, throughout all Ages. In this Senſe 
the Morality of the Fourth Commandment is evi- 
dent. For as Reaſon tells us, if God is to be wor- 


ſhipped, there muſt be a ſer time for it; fo alſo up- 


on the very firſt mention of God's allowing /ix 
Days for our own Work and Labour, it appears the moſt 


reaſonable thing in the World, that the Seventh 
ſhould be devored to his more immediate Service. 
And tho' perhaps this had not been ſo eaſily found 


out, or ſo univerſally agreed upon, without Reve- 
lation; yet no ſooner is it ſuggeſted to us, but it 


appears exceedingly fit and becoming : infomuch 


that the Reaſon of Mankind cannot but give into 
lit in ſuch a manner, as to make ic a Law unto them- 
*Fſelves. Thus much is evident from the very Ar- 
guings of thoſe that oppoſe the Morality of the 
Sabbath: Since they do acknowledge it is fit to be 


made a Law by all Civil Powers; whilſt they ſay . 


Fic has not the Force of a ſtanding Law of God. 


Vhat is allowed to be univerſally ſuitable to the 
Reaſon of Mankind, and for their Good, is a Law 


of God, whether it had been written or not . 


The Reaſon, 'tiz true, which Moſes alledges for 


the Jews, obſerving a Sabbath, is not now, the 
Miſt and chief Reaſon of the Chriſtians obſerving 


ne. The Commemoration of the Work of our 
Redemption has taken place. of that of our Crea- 
ion: And the Day in which our Redeemer roſe 


5 "Be 


— 


Ratio profecti a rerum natuta non hine denique jnclpir 
ex elle cum letipta eſt, ſed tum cum orta. Otta autein ſi- 
nul eſt cum mente Divinz. Cicero. 
B 2 from 


al 


| 
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from the Dead is kept holy; inſtead ot that, where- | 
in the Creator reſted after his Formation of the 
World. But altho' in the firſt Writing of the 
Fourth Command, the Circumſtance of time was 
affixed ſo,3s to become altexable; yet the Subſtance ' 
of the Command —2 unalterable, and will 
continue in full Force to the End of the World. 
Chriſt the Son of Man, is ſaid to be Lord of tbe 
Sabbath; as having not only a Power to diſpenſe 
with the ceremonial Obſervance of it, according to 
ſome Cuſtoms ofthe Jeu; but alſo to alter the time 
of it: that is, ſtill reſerving one Day in ſeven to 
be ſpent in publick and private Exerciſes of Devo- 
tion, and inthe Service of God. So that as the 
Tews were obliged to aſſemble themſelves together 
on their Sabbath, to join in the Obſervance of the 
Moſaic Inſtitutions; Chriſtians were alſo obliged 
to aſſemble themſelves in the like publick manner. 
on the Day Chriit had choſen to join in the Obſer. 
vance of his Ordinances and Inſtitutions. From 
hence I would therefore take occaſion to add, 
(2.) This was further made a Duty by our Savi. 


äche a n G a. th. * . — 


and Bleſſing. That very firſt Day of the Week in 
which Chriſt roſe from the Dead, he join'd him- 
ſelf ro the to Diſciples that were walking to Em: 
maus, expounding to em the Scriptures ; and at laſt 
waking bimfelf known in the breaking of Bread. Thi! 
was, I ſay, on the Reſurrection Day; for ſo theſe 
Diſciples, in their ſpeaking of the condemning ant} o 

crucitying of Chriſt, immediately add, 7o Day i 
the third Day, ſince theſe things were done. | R 
After ward he appear'd likewiſe, on this firſt Dai ſt 
of the Week, to his Apoſtles, when they were gz 
ther'd together; and bleſſeth them with that |: 
lately bequeathed Blefling, Peace be wnto you. 
now corrects their Errors; removes their 2 | 
en 
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. 2 ſhews them his Hands and his Feet; and makes 
> 7 himſelf known to them in ſuch a manner, as fill'd 
them wich Joy and Wonder. 
And in Eight Days after this, when the Day of 
e the Week on which he roſe, return'd again, he 
came, and ſtood in the midſt of the Diſciples, as be- 
fore, and repeated his former Bleſſing. He now 
e 7 alſo in a particular manner indulges the Weakneſs 
ſe of Thomas, who till this time remain'd an Unbe- 
o liever ; allowing him to put his Finger into the Print 
de of the Neilt, and to thruſt bis Hand into his Side. But 
o withal reproving him for his Want of Faith, and 
o- } pronouncing thoſe bleſſed, that ſhould prove more 
he 7 ready Believers. | 
er From hence the Apoſtles might judge * had 
he 3 ſufficient Encouragement ; tho” beſides this, I be- 
ed lieve they had ſpecial Commandment and Directi- 
er, on, for the future, to aſſemble on this Day. And 
et · when they afterwards acted and ſpoke under the ex- 
om traordinary Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, it be- 
came a ſettled Point with them, to meet together 
vi. for the Performance of all Parts of the Chriſtian 
nt Worſhip, on the Day of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
in Acts xx. 7. Upon the Firſt Day of the Week, when the 
im Diſciples came together to break Bread, Paul preached 
m-. unto them, And hence in the 1 Revel. 10. this is 
laßt called the LORD DAY. A Name, that I won- 
hi der Chriſtians don't much rather chooſe to make 
1ſt} uſe of, than either the Heatheniſh Name of Sunday, 
anc} or the Jewiſh of Sabbath, | 
(3.) The keeping up of ſtated Aſſemblies for 
Religious Worſhip was neceſſary to maintain the Chri- 
tian Faith, and to promote Chriſtian Piety and Love. 
If there had been no ſuch publick Aſſemblies, there 
had been no proper Way of conveying the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faich from one Generation to ano- 
cher; or however, no ſufficient Secyrity that they 


were 
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were kept pure and entire. The Scriptures would 
ſtave been little regarded, and no doubt greatly 
corrupted, if they had lain only in private Hands: 
But when theſe Sacred Records were committed to 
Societies and Bodies of Men in the ſeveral Quarters 
of the World; when they were weekly read, and 
explain d; and when by publick and folemn Actions 
the moſt important and conſiderable things were 
viſibly repreſented; here was enough both to main- 


tain, and propagate this Faith in the World. 


Again, if there had been no Aſſemblies for Chri- 
ſtians to meet together, as we have deſcribed, they 
had wanted many uſeful Inſtructions in Matters of 
Practical Religiom; they had wanted alſo thoſe warm 
Exhortations and frequent Remembrancers, that 
were needful to excite and quicken them in the 
way of their Duty, and to encourage their Perſe- 


verancè. 


It is alſo exceedingly apparent, that Love and 


Charity muſt die away, if it was not reinforced by 


ſuch Aſſociations as theſe. The publick Ordinan- 
ces and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel are ſuch as con- 


ſtrain Men to Love one another. God and Chriſt's 
forgiving and maniteſting ſuch amazing Grace and 


Love to poor Sinners; and the Spirit of Love 
breathing upon and filling theſe Aſſemblies, muſt 
certainly overcome all their little Diſtaſtes, and 
Differences among themſelves. The uniting Prin- 
ciples, Motives, and Proſpects, which the Goſpel 
lays before Men, could not be attended to, in their 
Worſhipping together, as they ought to be, with- 
out a great deal of Love and Charity. But upon 
Mens forſaking the publick Aſſemblies, they ſoon 
grow eſtranged; and ſoon after that prejudic'd a- 
gainſt one another. More ready to offend, but 
more hard to forgive; and ſo they become conti- 


All 


nual Exerciſes and Enemies to each other. 
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All theſe things the Apoſt/e plainly leads us to ar- 
gue from, in the Context. In the two Verſes pre- 
ceding that I am upon, he calls upon the believing 


3 Hebrews to hold faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith; and 
then to proveke one another to Love and to Good Works ; 
upon which he immediately ſubjoins, not forſaking 
tbe aſſembling of your ſelves together: Which plainly 
7 implies, that in this way they might promiſe them- 
ſelves Eſtabliſhment in the Faith, and Improve- 
ment in Love and Good Works; but if they de- 
ſerted theſe Aſſemblies, that it would be quite o- 
therwiſe. 


Thus in fact it has always been. Thoſe who 


have moſt conſcientiouſly adher d to the publick 
2 Worſhip and Orcdinances ot the Goſpel, have been 


moſt eminent for their Faith, Piety and Love: 


7 Whilſt thoſe, who have turn'd away from theſe, 
have falPn into all manner of Errors, Vices, and 
Miſchiefs. | 


The obſerving or diſregarding the Fourth Com- 


mandment has a mighty Influence as to all the reſt ; 


and on this account may very well have a RE- 


3 MEMBER ſet before it; which no other Com- 


mandment has, to introduce it. But now to prevent 


our breaking through all theſe Obligations, as ſome 
2 ſpoken of in our Text did, I ſhall for your 


Warning, 


III. Enquire. on what accounts Men might then 


be led to forſake the Publick Aſſemblies. And as 
far as the ſame Evils may at any time endanger 
our ſtanding, they ought to be carefully avoided 


and watch'd againſt. | 

1. There ſeems to have been, amongſt ſome of 
theſe firſt Chriſtians, 4 prevailing Sloth and Security, 
through a Diſregard to the Promiſes and Threatnings of 


7 'theGoſpel. The Day of Chriſt's coming, to deſtroy 


thoſe 


16 Seaſonable eAdvice not to forſake the 


thoſe that diſobey'd and deſpis'd him, and to re- | 
ward thoſe that faithfully worſhip'd and ſerved 
him, was not enough thought on, or believed, to 
give Weight and Efficacy to his Ordinances and In- 
ſtitutions. Thus much is plainly intimated by the 
Apoſt es calling upon them to ſtir up themſelves, | 
and conſider the Signs aid Evidences they had of 
ſuch 4 Day approaching. The View of which could 
not but provoke em to ſhake off a lazy Indiffe- | 
rence, and baſe Sluggiſhneſs of Temper, and ex- 
cite an Emulation, of exceeding one another, in 
Love and Good Works. 
A Deſcription of that Servant, who ſays in his 
unbelieving Heart, the Lord delays bis Coming, you 
may read in the xxiv. Matth. latter End. He is 
one that falls into all manner of Diſorders, both in 
the Conduct of himſelf, and the Uſage of his Fel- 
low - Serv Ants. ö 
When Men loſe a ſerious Apprehenſion of the JC 
Certainty, Awfulneſs and Nearneſs of a Future 
Jugdment, it is not to be expected, that either their Ft 
Hopes or their Fears of any thing elſe, ſhould be 
powerful enough to keep up a juſt and laſting At- 
rention to the Exerciſes of Religion. 
(2.) Some might prove Deſerters through Spiri- 
tual Pride ; thinking themſelves ſo much better than 
others, that they were above the common and or- N 
dinary Ways of Worſhip. Calvin charges the Sepa- ¶ ſc 
ration from the Aſſemblies here ſpoke of, to ſuch th 
a Conceit as this *, without ſo much as mentioning ſu 
any other Occaſion of it. From hence arguing, m 
that we have no Reaſon to be diſturbed or per- 


* hs. as mY — 
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* Hinc appatet, primam ſchiſmatum omnſjum originem 
hanc fuiſſe, quòd ſuperbi homines cum aliorum conte mptu 
ſibĩ plus juſto pla cuerint. Comment, Tom. 7. Ant. p. = 4 
plexed 
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ü Jr lexed about it, if Men ſhould act thus in our Days, 
d when even the Apoſtolical Age was not free from 
o ſuch unruly Perſons *. Some I know there are, who 
„ pretend to take ſhelter under this venerable Name, 
& in all their Pretences to a greater Spirituality than 
s, Yothers; and for their ſakes I therefore thought it 
of 
d 
2 


59 proper to inſiſt on his Judgment and Cen- 
ure. 
We find this Sin of Spiritual Pride frequently cau- 
r Ytion'd againſt in Scripture, as a moſt dangerous, 
n Jand deſtructive Evil, St. Paul tells his Corinthians, 

Athar if any Man think be knoweth any thing, i. e. fo 
las to be proud and conceited of it, He knoweth no- 
Irbing as be ought to know, 1 Cor. viii. 2. And the 
is Apoſtle James requires that Men ſhould be ſwift to 
Shear, ſlow to ſpeak ; that they ſhould receive the 
Nord - with Meekne(s, Jam. i. 19, &c. and that 
| ory ſhould always act as thoſe that conſider ; 
God reſiſteth the Preud, but giveth Grace to the 
Humble, James iv. 6. We have two Inſtances of 
ir this mighty Pretence to Spirituality, which it 
is foretold would lead ſome Men from the Faith, 
II Tim. iv. 3. And there is nothing which more 
Iplainly tends to the breaking in upon all the Or- 
i- der and Comfort of our Religious Aſſemblies, or 
an the breaking off from them, than this Temper of 
r- Mind. But there is another kind of Pride, which 
a · ſome Men are more in danger of being led by, than 
ch Jthis ; to which, very likely, the Delinquency of 
ng ſuch as are pointed at in our Text, may in a great 
1g, meaſure be charg'd. For, 


— — ——S . —— . ũ(cf Gt _— * 


. * Sed quum audimus jam a ſeculo Apoſtolorum fuiſ e per: 

em fidos Hom ines qui ab Eccleſia diſcederent: minus percelli 

pu nos ac turbari convenit ſimillibus Oelection aim exeuipus que 
Ppodie cernere Iicet. Ibid, T4 


_ = 3. Worldly 
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3. Worldly Pride, as well as Spiritual, might lead 
Men to forſake the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. This, Eſtius 
thinks moſt fit to be inſiſted on: That ſome Perſons 
of moroſe, and diſdainful Tempers, who were 3 
little better provided for in the World than others, 
thought it a Diſgrace to em to appear with a Com- 
pany of mean and poor People, as the Chriſtians! 
generally then weref. And he refers us to 
James ii. ver. 2, 3. as an undoubted Proof of the 
Prevalency of this Evil amongſt the firſt Chriſti. 
Ans. | 
I0oo great a Diſtinction was made betwixt the 
Rich and Poor. And thoſe who thought them. 
ſelves not enough diſtinguiſh'd, withdrew from 
them. Some might begin to think there was no 
outward Pomp and Grandeur enough in the plain 
Inſtitutions and Worſhip of the Goſpel, and ſo de.. 
ſert Chriſtianity it ſelf. Others might poſſibly cthintF? 
it their Duty to maintain their Profeſſion, but ye 
grew ſhy of appearing with the common {art 0 | 

If 
b 


Chriſtians in ſo doing. And indeed ſo many are th 
. Inconveniencies, or pretended Indecencies that? 
worldly fem will find out ; ſo many Contention 


about Preheminence, and ſo much cenſuring an- 
deſpiſinglothers; and withal ſo much Imparienct 
of every thing that is thought diſagreeable; tis no 
to be expected ſuch Perſons ſhould keep to, or 
pleaſed with any Aſſemblies long : and leaſt of al 
wn — that are made up of the Poor, and de 
iſed. . * 
| #% It is probable that ſome forſook the Aſſen 
blies, rhro' Fear of Trouble and Perſecution. And 


4 * 9 * 4 _ * — — —— — 


Vel potius ad homines moroſos & faſtuoſos, pr 


ſertim Divites, qui cum fratribus humilioris condit ionis, ö 
cant aner Chriſtianos mul, congregari dedignabantux, In 
: th 
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this whole Epiſtle was writ to eſtabliſh the believ- 
ing Hebrews in the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; and 
ng to arm them againſt all Trials and Sufferings they 
a might be call'd to go through: So the Paſſage 1 
r Fin now conſidering may PR refer to the 
m. approaching of ſuch Evils and Calamities. In 
an the Apprehenſion of which, inſtead of cowardly . 
to and diſtruſtfully withdrawing from the Places of 
che publick Worſhip; they ſhould have been engaged 
ſti. ro frequent them the more, for the mutual Encou- 
7 cagement and Eſtabliſhment of each other. Chry-- 
¶ ſoſtem connecting the Words of our Text with thoſe 
Fin the 22d Verſe, Let us draw near with a true 
Heart, cries out“, Wo to the fearful Heart, and to the 
Handi that grow feeble and remiſs. Thoſe who on 
in this Account forſake the aſſembling of themſelves . 
together, plainly prove that they are ſuch at have 
in 0 Root in themſeFeq, and therefore when Tribulation or 
J Perſecution ariſeth, becauſe of the Word, they are offended, 
Matth. xiii. 21. Thus our Saviour himſelf fore- 
e an it would it be, and thus in all Ages it has 
been. 
Let us take care that none of theſe things move 
u; but the more we ſee and hear of their prevail- 
nc ing upon others, the more let «us watch and pray a- 
J gainſt them: And it by this means we hold faſt 
pour Integrity till we die, happy are we. But 1 
F ſhall reſerve the farther urging of this, for the 
3 Cloſe of this Diſcourſe : To which 1 ſhall now 
 Fhaſten, 


IV. By applying what has been ſaid to our own 
Conduct and Behaviour. 
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C3 1. We 
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1. We ſhould be engaged not to abſent our ſelves? 
from the publick Aſſemblies on any of the Hatred and 
ſet times, in which they are gather'd together. To 
come only now and then, as ſome extraordinag 
Occaſion invites, or obliges Men; or to join mi 
the publick Worſhip one part of the Day, whilſt? 
the other is neglected; is to be guilty of a very 
Criminal, tho” not a total forſaking of the aſſem. 
bling our ſelves together. Some through Idleneſ 
in the Morning loſe the firſt part of the Lord; 
Day; others by Entertainments or Company in 
the Afternoons, loſe the latter part of it. And 
many through Profaneneſs, and an utter Contemp:'F 
of the Goſpel-Ordinances, loſe the whole of it 
ſpending the Day in journeying, or viſiting, in 
Buſineſs or Diverſion. Some People think it a ſuf-F : 
ficient Reaſon to vindicate the frequent abſenting 
themſelves from the Church, that they are no 
well enough to go thither ; tho' they can go much 
further, and thro' more Inconveniencies, to follow? 
their Buſineſs or their Pleaſures in the World: 
Sometimes the Badneſs of the Weather is a Pretenc: 
for ſtaying at home; which at one ſeaſon of the 
Year is too hot, at another too cold, and frequent- 
ly wet and ſtormy ; and a Multitude of little trifling 
Excuſes People frame to themſelves, which, as 
they are hearken'd to, grow more and more pow? 
erful, till the Heart is quite eſtranged to the pub 
lick Worſhip, and to all Societies of Chriftians 
and ſo at laſt they are quite abandon'd, and forſa: 
ken. Some chooſe to ſpend their time in the Fields 
in converſing wich Brutes and inanimate Creatuic 
there; inſtead of converſing with God, and wit 
the Worſhipers of him. Others chooſe to ſpen 
their time with Companions worſe than Brutes, it 
the vileſt Converfarions, and the vileſt of Ai 
Ons. i 

B 
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e But I ſpeak not this to accuſe you; *tis on- 
y deſigned to warn you of ſuck Evils as theſe; 
chat as they do not, ſo they may not prevail upon 
ou. The Obligations to keep up Chriſtian Aſ- 
emblies, and to frequent them, are as great as e- 
10A ver. And I hope you are ſenſible that you ſtand as 
ry much in need of cheſe Helps and Advantages as o- 
I thers have done. Neamany of you, by a volun- 
tary Subſcription, have engaged your ſelves to be 
very diligent in attending the publick Worſhip, and ve- 
in ry careful in obſerving the Lord's Day. So that a Con- 
fancy and Care, which ſhall render you exem- 
play, may juſtly be expected from you, in this 
it Particular. Let not the Enmity which the preſent 
in Age diſcovers to all regular Piety and Religion, be 
a Diſcouragement to you; but rather an Excite- 
ment to greater Stedfaſtneſs and Zeal in your fre- 
quenting the Houſe of God. 
And ſince there are ſome other Occaſions of nteet- 
ing together for Religious Worſhip, beſides thoſe 
A which are fix'd and determin'd by the Command of 
God; ſuch, I mean, as the Practice of good Peo-. 
ple, and the Cuſtom of all the Churches of God, as 
ent. well as the Reaſon of the. Things themſelves, have 
ing made requiſite to be obſerved; I would take this 
Opportunity to beſpeak your ſerious Regard to 
J theſe : namely, Days of publick Faſting and Humi- 
I liation, Days of Thankſgiving alſo, and Comme- 
I moration of extraordinary Mercies and Deliveran- 
ſa. ces, together with our Preparation Days for Sacra- 
= mental Solemnities. I] wiſh that none would forſake 


ure or make light of theſe Opportunities of joining with 
ita the publick Aſſemblies. 

2. From what has been faid, we ſhould be en- 
gaged not to abſent cur ſelves from any part of the 
YChriſtian Worſhip. As we ſhould'not negle& any 

appointed Time of appearing before God, ſo we ſhould 

not 


hos. A. 
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not neglect any appointed Duty in his Service. You 
have heard that the Aſſemblies, the Apoſtle here re- 
quires Men not to forſake, were orderly Aſſemblies, . 
and ſuch ſhould ours be: Such, I may venture to ſay, 


i 


* 
3 


according to the foregoing Account, ours are. 1 
We firſt addreſs Almighty God for his Grace 
« and Aſſiſtance; then we read his Word; and 
© after that follows Prayer, Preaching, Singing, 
& and the frequent Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ce ments. All which muſt be attended to, WF we 3 
« would have our Worſhip compleat. We ſhould ? 
always endeavour to be preſent at the firſt Begin- 
ning, and to bear a part to the Concluſion of the 
publick Solemnities. 
When the firſt Petitions are offer'd up to God for 
his Grace and Aſſiſtance, at our Entrance upon Di. 
vine Service, we ſhould be there ready to join in 
with them. This has been thought ſo neceſlary a 
part of Worſhip, that you ſee many Perſons, eſpe- 
cially thoſe who have been inſtructed in the Way of 
the Church of England, let em come never ſo late into 
A publick Aſſembly, firſt put up a ſecret and mental 
Prayer to God, to be with them, before they join 
with the Congregation: And, tho” 1 cannok by 
think they act upon a Miſtake, to imagine, that 
falling upon their Knees, or covering their Faces 
for a little time, whilit they offer up a ſhort Pray- 
erto God, in the middle of the publick Worſhip, 
will ſerve inſtead of doing this before, and at the 
Beginning of the Service: And, tho? it ſeems alſo 
very unſuitable to that Decency and Uniformity, 
which is pretended, for one to be praying whilſt 
others are ſinging, or reading, or otherwiſe em- 
ploy'd ; yet thus much I think may fairly be argu 
ed from this Cuſtom, that we ought to look up tc 
God for his Spirit and Blefling, upon the Service: 
before us, in order to our engaging in them. 2 5 
: there 
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therefore Perſons ought to be preſent at that time, 
when the fir/# Prayer is offer d, to this Effect. 
es, Again, the Reading of the Scriptures ſhould be 
ay, Aconſtantly attended to. For this, no doubt, is a 
part of the publick Worſhip, however neglected by 
ice F ſome Congregations amongſt us. The Law and 
nd the Prophets were read in the Jewiſh Synagogues ev 
1g, Sabbath Day, Acts xiii. 27. And our Saviour him“ 
ra- I ſelf firſt ſtood up to read, as the manner of the Fews 
we was, and then proceeded afterwards to preach to 
uld them, Luke iv. 16. This was undoubtedly the 
in- 3 Cuſtom of the fir Chriſtians ; and has generally 
the F been kept up to this Day. The Churchof England, 
4 reſide thei two Leſſons, have a Number of Pſalms, 
for and their Portions of Scripture, which are called 
Di- I the Epiſtles and Geſpels, that are read in their Aſ- 
in I ſemblices every Lord's Day. And I am ſure we 
y 2 F have no reaſon to diſſent from em inthe Uſe of the 
pe- Bible, tho* we may refuſe the Uſe of another Book, 
/ of which is ſet upon a Level with this. Tis true, you 
nto F may read your Bibles at home; Thanks be to God 
ata! we can do fo, and I wiſh all Men did fo ; but may 
oin you not alſo read many excellent Sermons, that 
by have been publiſh'd for this End ? And at this rate 
hat of talking, may not every part of publick Wor- 
ces ſhip be neglected? Becauſe the Word of God is 
ay · written for private Inſtruction, muſt it not there- 
hip, fore be read, and preach'd for publick Inſtruction 
the and Benefit? Have you the ſame Influences of the 
alſoY bleſſed Spirit to depend upon in private, that you 
ity,F have in publick Duties? Or do we find the Effects 
hilltY equally powerful and conſiderable? Or may we not 
em; jet ſay, that God loves the Gates of Zion more than 
all the Dwellings of Jacob ? It is a Promiſe made 
J tathe Chriſtian Aſſemblies, that, where-ever they 
ice are gather d together, ina Redeemer's Name, be will 
e, in a more peculiar manner, iy the midſt of tbem, 
A and will bleſs them, | | Again, 
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.clofing their Eyes, that they might not be diverted hi 
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Again, when the Aſſembly engages in longer and 
more continued Prayer to God, than at firſt; we 
ſhould take care not only to worſhip with our Bo- 
dies, but to fee that our Hearts do not forſake che 
Place and Work, in which we ſeem to be preſent. 
And certainly whatever may ſerve to engage our 
Reverence and Attention, is here to be pleaded * 
for. The very Poſtures of our Bodies, Kneeling 
or Standing, ſhould not be neglected by us; nor 
ſhould we forſake a Cuſtom, which all pious and 
ſerious Perſons, by their own Practice, have re- 
commended to us. It is a ſhame to ſee Perſons fit. 


ting in our Religious Aſſemblies at the time of Pray. 


er, excepting very great Weakneſs and Infirmity 
requires it. And it is yet a greater Indecency to ſee 
Men bowirlg. to one another, and paſſing unſea-$ 
ſonable Compliments at a time when every Eye 
ſhould be lift up to God, and every Thought fix d 
upon him. The Primitive Chriſtians are repreſent- 
ed as looking up with greateit Intenſeneſs toward 
Heaven all the time of their Prayers; or elſe as 


by any external Objects. " 
Bur, whatever Care we have not to forſake any 
pious, and commendable Cuſtoms as to our outwar, 
Behaviour, tis certain we ought eſpecially to watchl 
our Hearts and Spirits, that they do not withdraw 
from any Branch of Prayer. An inward Awe o 
the Divine Majeſty ſhould accompany our Invo- 
cations ; great Humility and Contrition, our Con 
feſſions; a prevailing Faith and Earneſtneſs, ou 
Petitions ; more eſpecially when we pray for ſpi 
ritual Mercies : In our Thankſgivings the tenderell 
Senſe of Gratitude ſhould poſſeſs our Souls: And 
the very Concluſion of Prayer ſhould. be pronoun 
ced with Compoſedneſs and Deliberation ; not Will 
2 hurrying or cuſtomary Inconſideratenels, ＋ 


[ 


Publick Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip. 25 


d Fo as that we may be able to add, an underſtanding, 
e And ferious Amen. | 

Further, in our hearing Sermons, we ſhould take 
Tare that our Minds be not abſent thro' Sloth or 
Diſtractions. For my own part, | had rather at a- 
Dy time ſee a Perſon go out of an Aſſembly, than 
t bimfelf to ſleep in it: Let him rather forſake it 


ng. Sy his bodily Preſence, than fit there to looſe all 
or Thought, and to diſcourage all about him. And 
nd Fs to thoſe whoſe Hearts are running after their Co- 


etouſneſs and worldly Concerns ; or after Plea- 
res and Trifles; what is this but co ſorſake the 


y- Aſſemblies, whilſt they would be thought attend- 
ity Ig them? Where there is a Religious Care and 
ſes Toncern to prepare Sermons, I am ſure there 
ca- gught co be a ſerious and ſuitable Attention to em. 
ye Bur 1 have no Reafon to reproach this Aſ- 
Kd Embly, with the Want of this: It is with Plea- 
nt- hre that I have heard Strangers take notice of 
ard e ſerious Attention, and the decent Appearance 


f our {tated Audience. And I wiſh the ſame 
Dight always be obſerved of thoſe who come oc- 

Gilionally among us. f 
But to proceed, The Singing of Pſalms is a Branch 
Worſhip, that fhould not be neglected by us. 


zcchYll who are capable of bearing a part, ſhould 
raw ft up their Voices with the Aſſembly, and not 
> oi@ncent themſelves to fit ſilent, and as Hearers on- 
wo in this Exercife. It was not intended meerly 
on) engage Maſters of Muſick, but for every Chri- 
ou zan to make Melody in his Heart to the Lord. And 
{piÞ in this Place of Worſhip it is thought moſt pro- 
eroſſer (undoubtedly it is moſt antient) to ſing without 
An4ing the Pſalm audibly, Line by Line; ſo none who 


e acquainted with our Cuſtom, ſhould ſatisſy 
wilemſelves ſtatedly to attend without providing 
 buWoks, whereby they may be able to join in this 

rvice. D There 
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There is one thing more, which it may be proper 
diſtinctly to mention to you, and that is, not to for/ake 
the Aſſembly till the Benedict ion be pronounced, with 
which our ſtated Worſhip is ſhut up. Some there 
are, who neither come at firſt to beg God's Bleſ. 
ſing on them, nor ſtay at laſt to receive it; but 
rudely make their Advances in the middle of Di- 
vine Service, and as rudely ruſh away before the 
End of it: As if pronouncing the Bleſſing was on- 
ly a Form of Words for diſmifling an Aſſembly, 
and not a part of their Worſhip. Whereas a true? 
Spirit of Devotion would teach Men timely to 
make their Approaches to God, ind patiently to 
wait till they had received the Blefling from him. 
That Apoſtolical Benediction, which is common. 
ly uſed among us, [The Grace of our Lord Feſu 
Chriſt, the Love of God the Father, and the Communi.. 
on and Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you] i 
ſeriouſly conſider d and underſtood, is certain) 
_ every Perſon would deſire to carry away witt . 
Finally, As to the Adminiſtration of the Sacra 
ments; I wiſh that Baptiſm was more frequently: 
made a part of publick Worſhip, than at preſent i 
is. However ſometimes we have it adminiſtred it 
our Aſſembly: And I hope Perſons will more and 
more be convinced of the Reaſonableneſs and Fi: 
neſs of its being ſo. | 4 

I tieartily wiſh alſo that thoſe who think it thei 
Duty to attend all the other Parts of Worſhip,migh © 
become ſenſible ot the Evil, ofturning away from th 
Lord's Supper. I would be far from encouraging e 
raſh, and unprepar'd Approach to a SacramentM. 
Tabie ; but I am n that this O 
dinance has been ſet at wo great a Diſtance fro 
the other Inſtitutions of the Goſpel. And by ti 
Means ſome have been tempted to neglect it, 

5 - 
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| they have grown into a Contempt of it, or a Hu- 


4 mour of diſputing againſt it; and others, till they 
44 have been quite over-power'd with Fears and 


of Terrors about it. The Apoſtle ſays, Let 2 Mam ex- 
el amine himſelf, and ſo let him eat, &c. And if this 
be ſeriouſly done according to the Word of God, 
land thoſe excellent Help:, which none, that are 
JF inclined to uſe them, need ro want, there can be 
Ino juſt Reaſon for Perſons abſenting themſelves 
from the Aſſemblies of Communicants, any more 
than from that of common Worſhippers. And I muſt 
add, the forſaking of theſe is in a great meaſure for- 
Making the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, as peculiarly called 
ſuch : And that we cannot be ſaid compleatly to 
Foin with them, till we frequent this Ordinance. 
which muſt be done as oft as we have Opportuni- 
, upon a Return of the ſtated times for its Cele- 
dration. | 
Theſe Things I beg you would keep in mind, 
as a ſhort Directory, to the behaving your ſelves right 
Sn the affembling your ſelves together. 
3. Let what has been ſaid engage you to watch 
Feeinſt every thing, that might occaſion your forſaking 
„oe publick Worſhip. Beware of an Acediouſnels, 
nd /othful Stupidity of Temper: Let the realizing 
Views of future and inviſible things, keep you al- 


Fig ays wakeful and attentive. Beware of every 
Degree of Spiritual Pride; that is, of thinking that 

che! . | 

1 0” either excel in Grace or Senſe, ſo as to deſpiſe 


dthers, or to think your ſelves qualify'd to alter 
Ind over-rule the publick Worſhip. Beware alſo 
ff l Pride, that would at any time raiſe Con- 
entions and Uneaſineſſes about your outward Ac- 
ommodations, or civil Reſpect in the Place of 
Vorſhip. And withal beware of a timorous and 
owardly Spirit, that would make you ſhrink from 
our Duty; and either aſham'd or afraid of that 

| D 2 War- 
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tion and Behaviour. Others there are who have: 


_ cried up on the other, are both Enemies to thi} 


Worſhip, in which you acknowledge you have 
had a great deal of the Preſence of God. Let not 
the Fear of Man, and of ſome Inconveniencies or 
3 in the World, prevail above your Fear of 
God. 
Here let me alſo caution you againſt that Com: | 
pany and Converſation, that would diſcourage you in 
our {tated Worſhip. Some there are who have made 
lach a Proficiency in Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs, 
that they take a Pride in ſpeaking contemptibly of? 
oll Religious Aſſemblies : Theſe I know are an Abo- 
mination to you; and need nothing more to rende 
them ſuch, than their own manner of Converſa. 


learn'd to condemn all Aſſemblies but their um; and 
every way of Worſhip, but that of a particular? 
Party: There are Perſons among us, whoſe Tem. 
pers may poſſibly give you ſome Trouble and Con- 
cern ; but whoſe Reaſoninge are never like to af; 
ford any Light or Satisfaction. Theſe alſo I wou 
chooſe to avoid. The Singularity, which is affecte! 
on the one hand; and the Uniformity, which i 


Scriptural and moſt profitable way of Worſhip. Ang 
I ſee no Bounds that can be ſet to either, when the! 
are carried to ſuch a Degree, as the Superſtitioy 
on both ſides, in their Zeal againſt one anothe! 
contend tor. I have ſometimes thought the Ca 
of the moderate Diſſenters very hard, in having ſuc 
Oppolers both ways to deal with. That whil: 
they are caſt out by thoſe who carry the Partic 
lars ot Decency and Order too far, they are 2 
faulted by others, who are for throwing off eve 
thing of that kind. For my own part, I ſee r 
R-aſon, J am ſure, whatever Men may preten 
there is no Religion in running to Extreams eith 
way. Thofe are the happy Perſons; thoſe the hal 
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y Societies, that avoid both theſe: And amon 
I would always deſire to be found. | | 

3 Theſe Differences, however, are not ſuch as 
will juſtify Mens withdrawing from A our Reli. 
7 gious Aſſemblies, as the manner of ſome is. They 
. Z ſhould hereby che rather be provok'd to enquire ſe- 
in riouſly which are moſt agreeable to the Word of 

God, and in which they may expect the moſt of his 
2 Preſence; and according to the beſt Information 
and Light they can get, ſhould ſtatedly join with 
one or other of them. | 
Io forſake Al is certainly to forſake a moſt plain 
and neceſſary Duty, as we have already prov'd. 
And it is to forſake our own greateſt Mercy, both 
with refpe& to Time and Eternity. Such is the 
real Pleaſure and Satisfaction of Attendance in 
God's Houſe at preſent, that Devid could ſay, 4 
Day in thy Courts is better than a t . And 
2 when he is ſpeaking of «/ his Wiſhes as ſumm'd 
up in one, it is this: One thing bawe I | f 
4 defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, Plal. xxvii. 4. 
i tbat I may dwell in the Houſe of the Lord 
1 af the Days of my Life, to bebold tbe Beauty of the Lord, 
I and to enguire in his Temple. So that to forſake this, 
is to forſake the moſt valuable and defirable Blefling 
iouf in the whole World. 5 

Again, It is to forſake your chief Support in a 

Time of Danger and Trouble. There is nothing 
in the Univerſe a Man*can look to with or 
ig Comfort, in a Time of prevailing Calamities, if he 
iclY is a Stranger to the Worſhip of God. Bat if we 
can fay wich che P/o/miſt in the Place juſt quoted, 
that to dwell in the Houle of God, to contemplate 
his Perfections, and enquire after our own Duty, 
is the prevailng Deſire of our Souls, we may then 

ich dd as he does there, in the Time of Trouble be ſhall 
bide me in bis Pavilion; in the Secret of bis Tabernacle 
Wal be bide me. Further, 


— 
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Further, to forſake the Worſhipping Aſſemblies, 


15 to forſake that Company we ſhall hereafter wiſh | 
to be gathered with. Ler me die the Death of the | 
Righteous, and let my latter End be li ke his, is the dying 
Language of ſome of the worſt of Men. Burt alaſs 
whilſt Men forſake thoſe Means that are neceſſary | 
to prepare for ſuch a Death, and for a bliſ ful Eter- 
nity corfſequent thereupon, what Folly and Dil- } 


traction is it to promiſe themſelves this Happineſs. 


To forſake the aſſembling of _w ſelves together, 
ake your own great- 


is, in all theſe reſpects, to for 
eft Mercy. 


Yea, what is more, it is to draw down Judgments | 
on your ſelves, and to aggravate your final Condem- | 
nation and Miſery. Temporal Judgment do often 
follow upon this Departure from God, eſpecially } 
when deſpiſing his. Worſhip, his Sabbaths, and ſo- 
lemn Aſſemblies, becomes a national Sin, we have 
abundance of Reaſon to fear National Calami- 
ties. The Writings of the Prophets are full of 
Threatnings of this kind : And as this is one of the | 
Crying Sins of the preſent Age, we may well trembl: | 


for fear of God, and be afraid of his Fudgments, In- 


deed we commonly ſee, that whilſt Men forſake 

the Aſſemblies of them that worſhip God, they fall 

in wich thoſe that diſhonour him, and many times 

are Carried on to the moſt notorious Wickednels, 

_ — laſt brought to a Priſon and an ignominious 
ath. 


But however it may fare with Men as to their 


- preſent Circumſtances, we are aſſured that ſuch as! 
ſin thus wilfully, in departing from God and his Aſ- 


ſemblies, after they have recerved the Knowledge of the 
Truth, have a certain fearful looking for, of future Judg- 
ment, and of fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the 
Adverſaries. Thus ſome of our beſt Expoſitors have 
interpreted the Words following our Text. And 

| undoubted- 
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undoubtedly very dreadful muſt be the Miſery and 
Condemnation of thoſe, who after they have re- 
ceived the Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
turn their Backs upon all that is facred, and by Infi- 
fidelity, or ill Lives, trample under foot the Son of 
God, and the Blood of the Covenant, Thus for Men 
to forſake the ſolemn Aſſemblies, is to bring upon 


S themſelves, ſooner or later, the ſoreſt Puniſhment 


and Condemnation. 

And ſince he that once begins to deſert does not 
know where he ſhall op ; we ſhould from theſe 
Conſiderations be excited to the greateſt Watch- 
fulneſs and Care over our ſelves. 

To cloſe all, let the YEAR which is beginning, 


as we have Opportunity, be thus improved by us. 
Let our Sacred Time be always eſteem d the moſt pre- 
7 cious and valuable: and the Tabernacles of God the 
2 moſt amiable and delightful Places to us. 


2 


From theſe we may promiſe our ſelves the great- 


2 eſt Happineſs and Comfort, if our outward Peace and 
Tranquility ſhould be continued to us: And if 
I Calamities ſhould overtake us, yet ſtill it will be 
our Intereſt to fly to the Horn, of the Altar; and to 
take Refuge in the Sanctuary. And if Chriſt himſelf 


ſhould come, or ſummon us to appear before him, 
by Death ; Bleſſed is that Servant whom his Lord, when 
he comes, ſhall find ſo doing : That is, not forſaking 
the ſolemn Aſſemblies, as the manner of ſome is, but 
doubling our Diligence in attending upon theſe, 


„the nearer we ſee ſuch a Day approaching. 
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ERRORS 
N the Preface, page 2d, line 7, for their read our. 
In the Note, p. 8, for incompoſitum read iricompoſirum. 
P. 5. J. 21, for requires read enjoins. 
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